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from it, and more especially as it can have no works to defend it, having in
our advices of last season positively forbid any to be made there without our
express leave.
Secondly of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another
20.    Your indent for naval stores is  in general excessively  large,  and
several articles therein desired are of a greater size than can be used in the
Company's marine service at Bengal, particularly anchors and cordage ; and
some of'these articles indented for, are even larger than what are used on
board the freighted ships, which is the case especially of the eighteen inch
cables.   The  great  amount  of the  tonnage  of  this  indent  has  necessarily
obliged us to curtail it very considerably, but we send as large a supply as
the ships can conveniently take in of those articles which are judged to be
most wanted.   We have sent two top masts and two topsail yards of the same
dimensions with those sent last year, as you omitted to mention their exact
sizes, but we shall not hereafter send either masts yards or any other articles,
unless you give us their proper descriptions.
21.    We are again under the necessity of reminding you to distinguish in
your indents in separate columns the amount of each article required for the
Company's use, and what is for sale, it being absolutely necessary for our
guidance in complying therewith.
22.    And it is further necessary to direct that you do not upon any account
whatsoever dispose of any naval stores, unless they can be very well spared,
after having reserved sufficient for the demands of our marine and the neces-
sities of our Europe ships.
23.    We have complied more fully with your indent for military stores,
than we have with the naval indent, and particular regard has been paid to
the observations at the foot thereof ; the only deviation is that the scabbards are
sent upon the swords, which can not be otherwise, as the scabbards would
shrink without the blades by the time they reach Bengal.   The bayonets being
short, ground hollow and sharp only at the points, are not subject to cut the
scabbards as the swords do.
24.    We have not  sent  the  hats  desired for the  same  reasons  as  we
gave you some time since for discontinuing to send the cloathing for the
military.
25.    Should it be found that plates of copper for battery or brass of a
particular thickness have the preference at the sales, you must send us a sample
of that most esteemed, that we may endeavour to get the copper cast agree-
able thereto.   It is observed in your indent, that the plates marked LH always
sold best, but on reference to the Warehouse Keeper's letter mentioned in
your letter of the 19th December, the preference is given to the copper for brass
marked with a swan, which makes it impossible to determine on this point,
nor does the account sale afford any information in this respect, for the copper
for brass which sold at the highest price is only called copper for brass fine,
and not distinguished by any mark.   The account sales is in several other
instances very imperfect, the marks of several different parcels being omitted.
And the import warehouse remains in regard to this article is- equally incorrect,